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Firstly I would like to thank the committee for creating the positive environment and framework for 
the 45th season of Little Athletics in Armidale. Registrations were slightly down on last year with 109 
athletes on our books. We would have loved to see more of these members competing every 
Thursday. Coupled with a percentage of our numbers participating in Armidale Athletic events, 
(weakening the Thursday competitions), and the usual reduction in post Christmas attendance, the 
committee has been exploring opportunities and ideas to deliver better services to grow the sport. A  
focus on improved alignment with Armidale Athletics, is seen as a priority, to better utilise the 
limited resources and provide a much improved development platform for budding athletes. 

This year’s committee has again been tireless in their commitment and drive to make each event a 
positive experience for its members. The extensive, time consuming behind the scene work 
undertaken specifically by Jodie Sauer and Jill Petrov cannot be underestimated, along with the 
other members Ross Burgess and Tim Vaughan a stable platform was created that allowed each 
Thursday’s sessions to run smoothly. I congratulate and thank each of them and their families for 
their collective commitment. I also thank Marieta Burgess for her contribution in managing the 
canteen and driving our social activities. 

I thank those parents who took on leadership roles as age managers every Thursday. One of the 
difficulties that exists will all Little A centres is having a balance between parent supervision and the 
support structure to allow adequate technique and skill development. I reiterate that the current 
drive to better integrate ourselves with Armidale Athletics aims to fill some of this gap. 

Sponsorship has played an important role in keeping us in the black and allowing us to better fund 
equipment purchases such as this year’s scissor mat purchase. I would like to formally thank 
McDonlalds for their weekly sponsorship through encouragement awards and their cash donation 
towards the scissor mats. I also thank COLES, OPTUS, SportPower and Rossbuild/Fairdinkum sheds 
for their generous contributions.  

Finally, I want to congratulate all of our Little Athletes for their efforts throughout the year.  They 
should be proud of their performances this year and we hope to see them register for next season.  
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